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Save Ancient Studies Alliance 
Summer 2022 Texts-in-Translation Reading Group 

 

Life and Times in Ancient Persia 
 
 
The Persian (Achaemenid) Empire contained a diverse collection of ethnicities, religions, and 
geographic regions. Spanning from the reign of Cyrus II (The Elder) in the mid-6th century until 
the final days of Darius III in the 330s BC, the Persian Empire was larger than any preceding empire 
in history. In this reading group, we will examine various types of evidence from the ancient Persian 
Empire, ranging from Persian royal inscriptions, court documents, inventories, the Hebrew Bible, 
Greek and Roman literature, and archaeological remains. Rather than simply restating the biased 
judgements of Greek and Roman literature, we hope to capture a more nuanced picture of this 
important empire in world history. We adopt a thematic approach, rather than a strict chronological 
one, to avoid the temptation of a “rise and fall” narrative.  
 

Your SASA Educational Ambassadors: 
John Haberstroh (Ph.D. History, UC Riverside, ‘22) 

jhaberstroh@saveancientstudies.org 
Twitter @JohnHaberstroh 

 
Babette (Babs) Margolies (SASA Independent Scholar; NMNH Volunteer Researcher) 

bmargolies@saveancientstudies.org 
 
 
DATES (8-weeks): 
Fridays @ 2 pm EDT  
June 10th - July 29th 
 
 
LOCATION: (Provided by SASA) 

mailto:jhaberstroh@saveancientstudies.org
mailto:bmargolies@saveancientstudies.org
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Zoom Meeting Link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83629893158?pwd=REFjdWdxSjBYZGQzQXFEMjVZVzNsUT09 
Zoom Meeting ID 
836 2989 3158 
Zoom Meeting Password 
230047 
 
 
READING GROUP GOOGLE FOLDER: (PDF Readings and Session Recordings) 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kK1mjCkcpCQ92rKXXrKs6f5uS0Dy6u3L?usp=sharing 
 
 
SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE 
Week 1 (6/10)  Introduction: An Overview of the History, Geography, and Origins of the Persian 

Empire and the Broader Ancient Near East 
Week 2 (6/17)  Government, Politics, Leadership, and Administration of Cyrus II, Darius I, and the 

Later Achaemenid Rulers 
Week 3 (6/24)  Economic Ideals, Trade, and the Implications for the Extended Empire - 

Archaeological Evidence from the Provinces and Satrapies 
Week 4 (7/1)  Palace Life of the Royal Court and the Elites: Art, Architecture, Tombs, and Burials 
Week 5 (7/8)  The Fortification/Treasury Archives and other Written Records from the Provinces  
Week 6 (7/15)  Religions in a Multicultural Empire 
Week 7 (7/22)  Wars and Conflict - A Different View of the Greco-Persian Wars and Other Military 

Structures 
Week 8 (7/29)  The End of the Story? Alexander’s Conquests, Parthians, Sasanians, and the Legacy 

of Ancient Persia 
 
 
DETAILED READING SCHEDULE 
Week 1 (Introduction: An Overview of the History, Geography, and Origins of the Persian Empire 
and the Broader Ancient Near East) 

- Introductory Chapters: Waters (2014: 5-18) and Benzel, et al. (2010: 9-24) [readings in the 
Group Google Folder above) 

- Additional Reading: D. Stronach - Excavations i. In Persia,  Nylander 1971 [on Google 
Drive] 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83629893158?pwd=REFjdWdxSjBYZGQzQXFEMjVZVzNsUT09
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kK1mjCkcpCQ92rKXXrKs6f5uS0Dy6u3L?usp=sharing
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/excavations-i
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- Life and Times in Ancient Persia PowerPoint Overview [readings in the Group Google 
Folder above] 

 
Week 2 (Government, Politics, Leadership, and Administration of Cyrus II, Darius I, and the Later 
Achaemenid Rulers) 

- Territorial Imagery: DPh, DSab, DPg, DPd, DPe, Herodotus, Histories, 1.134 
- Geographic Reach: Empire Lists  
- The Cyrus Cylinder 
- The Ascension of Darius I 

- Darius’ Behistun Inscription 
- Herodotus, Histories, 3.61-79 

- Satrapies: Herodotus, Histories, 3.89-97, Xenophon, Anabasis, 1.7.6, Xenophon, Hellenica, 
3.1.10-15; IG IV 556 (translation in the Google Drive), [Aristotle], Economics, 2.1345b-
1346a, Nehemiah, 5.14-18 

- Royal Roads: Hallock 1969: PF 1315, 1318, 1335, 1351, 1550, 1361, 1501, 1544, 1477, 
1555, 1672; Herodotus, Histories, 5.52-54, 7.239.2-3, 8.98, Xenophon, Anabasis, 1.5.4-8, 
Xenophon, Cyropaedia, 8.6.17-18, IG II2 141 (honors of Straton of Sidon), Nehemiah, 2.7-
9 

 
Week 3 (Economic Ideals, Trade, and the Implications for the Extended Empire - Archaeological 
Evidence from the Provinces and Satrapies) 

- See “Week 3 Readings” (taxes, tribute, gifts, resource management) [on the Google Drive] 
- “Revenues, resources, obligations”: taxes, mineral resources, labor obligations, the 

duty to supply the royal table, and satrapal and royal levies 
- “Precious metal payments”: silver taxes, the transmission of taxes 
- “The system in practice”: records of grants and duties, management of resources and 

revenues 
- See “Week 3.1 Readings” (slavery)  [on Google Drive] 

- “Organisation and production of labour” (Kuhrt’s intro to Ch. 16) 
- “A Slave Sale in Persepolis” 
- “A Slave marked in Egyptian is sold in Babylonia” 
- “The Battle of Lade,” “The Fall of Miletus,” and “The Capture of Naxos” (note what 

happens at the end of each) 
- “The Royal Banqueting Staff”  

- More to Read: Economy iii. in the Achaemenid Period 
 

https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/dph/
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/susa/susa-photos/susa-statue-of-darius/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/dpf-g/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/dpd/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/dpe/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+1.134&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+1.134&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+1.134&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+1.134&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
https://www.livius.org/articles/person/darius-the-great/sources/four-achaemenid-empire-lists/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/cyrus-cylinder/cyrus-cylinder-translation/
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/behistun/behistun-3/
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Herodotus/3C*.html#61
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Herodotus/3C*.html#61
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Herodotus/3C*.html#61
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Herodotus/3D*.html#89
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Herodotus/3D*.html#89
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Herodotus/3D*.html#89
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Anab.+1.7.6&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0202
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Anab.+1.7.6&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0202
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Anab.+1.7.6&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0202
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Hell.+3.1.10&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0206
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Hell.+3.1.10&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0206
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Hell.+3.1.10&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0206
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Hell.+3.1.10&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0206
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0048%3Abook%3D2%3Asection%3D1345b
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0048%3Abook%3D2%3Asection%3D1345b
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0048%3Abook%3D2%3Asection%3D1345b
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0048%3Abook%3D2%3Asection%3D1345b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+5&version=ESV
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+5.52&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+7.239&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+8.98&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Anab.+1.5.4&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0202
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Anab.+1.5.4&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0202
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Anab.+1.5.4&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0202
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0204%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D6%3Asection%3D17
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0204%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D6%3Asection%3D17
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0204%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D6%3Asection%3D17
https://www.atticinscriptions.com/inscription/IGII2/141
https://www.atticinscriptions.com/inscription/IGII2/141
https://www.atticinscriptions.com/inscription/IGII2/141
https://www.atticinscriptions.com/inscription/IGII2/141
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+2&version=ESV
https://iranicaonline.org/articles/economy-iii#:~:text=The%20predominant%20form%20of%20economic,was%20chiefly%20engaged%20in%20agriculture.
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- Life and Times in Ancient Persia PowerPoint Week 3 [on Google Drive]  
- Chapter Six Mechanics of Empire: Waters (2014: 92-113) [on Google Drive]  
- “Slaves and Households in the Ancient Near East” - Article from Oriental Institute        

Seminar 7  [on Google Drive]  
- Multiculturalism: Multicultural Societies, R. Rollinger - Teispid and Achaemenid Persia 
- Additional Reading: Persian Slavery and Zoroaster Ethics , The Assyrian, Babylonian, and 

Persian Periods in Palestine,  ROLE OF COHESION AND REUNIFICATION   
- More Additional Reading on Slavery - Semantic Perspectives: BARDA and BARDA-DĀRI 

i. In the Achaemenid Period  
 
Week 4 (Palace Life of the Royal Court and the Elites: Art, Architecture, Tombs, and Burials) 

- Palace Centers  
- Life and Times in Ancient Persia PowerPoint Week 4 [on Google Drive]  
- Persepolis: DPa, DPf, Diodorus Siculus, Library, 17.70.1-2, 71.1, 3-8; XPa, XPc, 

XPf; A3Pa; 3D images of Palace of Artaxerxes 
- Susa: DSe, DSf/DSaa, DSz, Statue of Darius;  D2Sa; A2Sa, A2Sd 
- Ecbatana: A2Ha, A2Hb, A2Hc, Polybius, Histories, 10.27 
- Pasargadae: Palace S, Palace P, Gate R, Tomb of Cyrus  

- Behistun: Behistun, Behistun (3)  
- Chapter Four From Cyrus to Darius I - Empire in Transition: Waters (2014: 59-65) 

[on Google Drive]  
- Royal Gardens and Paradeisoi 

- PFa 33 [in Google Drive] 
- John Curtis Presentation - Gardens in Ancient Iran  
- David Stronach: Ancient Persian Gardens  
- Persian Gardens: Meanings, Symbolism, and Design 
- Wouter Henkelman: The Fruits of Parsa  
- Xenophon, Oeconomicus, 4.13-14 
- Xenophon, Anabasis, 1.2.7, 1.4.10 
- Xenophon, Hellenica, 4.1.15-16 
- Quintus Curtius Rufus, History of Alexander the Great of Macedon, 7.2.22, 8.1.11-

16 
- Plutarch, Artaxerxes, 25.1-2 
- Plutarch, Alcibiades, 24.5 
- “Week 4 Paradeisoi” [on Google Drive] 

- “Paradeisos workers at Mishbashiyatish” 

https://dailyhistory.org/Did_multi-cultural_societies_become_widely_accepted_in_ancient_history
https://www.academia.edu/5795799/R._Rollinger_Thinking_and_Writing_about_History_in_Teispid_and_Acheaemenid_Persia_in_Kurt_Raaflaub_ed._Thinking_Recording_and_Writing_History_in_the_Ancient_World_Malden_Oxford_Chichester_2014_187-212
https://www.academia.edu/42875798/PERSIAN_SLAVERY_AND_ZOROASTER_ETHICS_Did_Ancient_Persians_encourage_slavery
https://www.academia.edu/1977866/James_P_2004_Review_Article_The_Assyrian_Babylonian_and_Persian_Periods_in_Palestine_Bulletin_of_the_Anglo_Israel_Archaeological_Society_22_47_58
https://www.academia.edu/1977866/James_P_2004_Review_Article_The_Assyrian_Babylonian_and_Persian_Periods_in_Palestine_Bulletin_of_the_Anglo_Israel_Archaeological_Society_22_47_58
http://tojdac.org/tojdac/VOLUME6-ISSUE4_files/tojdac_v06i4109.pdf
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/barda-i
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/barda-i
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/dpa/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/dpf-g/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0084%3Abook%3D17%3Achapter%3D70
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0084%3Abook%3D17%3Achapter%3D71
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/xpa/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/xpc/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/xpf/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/a3pa/
https://www.360cities.net/image/iran-persepolis-palace-artaxerxes
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/dse/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/dsf/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/dsaa/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/dsz/
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/susa/susa-photos/susa-statue-of-darius/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/d2sa/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/a2sa/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/a2sd/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/a2ha/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/a2hb/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/a2hc/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0234%3Abook%3D10%3Achapter%3D27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0234%3Abook%3D10%3Achapter%3D27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0234%3Abook%3D10%3Achapter%3D27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0234%3Abook%3D10%3Achapter%3D27
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/pasargadae/pasargadae-photos/pasargadae-palace-s/
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/pasargadae/pasargadae-photos/pasargadae-palace-p/
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/pasargadae/pasargadae-photos/pasargadae-gate-r/#CMc
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/pasargadae/pasargadae-photos/pasargadae-tomb-of-cyrus/
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/behistun/
https://www.livius.org/articles/place/behistun/behistun-3/
https://www.iranheritage.org/gardens-of-ancient-iran.html?fbclid=IwAR1hYuc0HgtOnXij54os5vDZSXO53PxdvWkxz6ZGFg58hypuWxLBNYYflfs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43kX_QWHy6M
https://d-nb.info/1211613941/34
https://www.academia.edu/67513894/The_fruits_of_P%C4%81rsa
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0212%3Atext%3DEc.%3Achapter%3D4
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0212%3Atext%3DEc.%3Achapter%3D4
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0212%3Atext%3DEc.%3Achapter%3D4
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0202%3Abook%3D1%3Achapter%3D2%3Asection%3D7
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0202%3Abook%3D1%3Achapter%3D4%3Asection%3D10
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0206%3Abook%3D4%3Achapter%3D1%3Asection%3D15
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0206%3Abook%3D4%3Achapter%3D1%3Asection%3D15
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0206%3Abook%3D4%3Achapter%3D1%3Asection%3D15
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015008158407&view=1up&seq=147
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015008158407&view=1up&seq=245&skin=2021
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015008158407&view=1up&seq=245&skin=2021
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Plut.+Art.+25&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0010
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Plut.+Art.+25&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0010
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Plut.+Art.+25&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0010
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0006%3Achapter%3D24%3Asection%3D5
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0006%3Achapter%3D24%3Asection%3D5
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0006%3Achapter%3D24%3Asection%3D5
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- “The paradeisos of Ammashish” 
- “Wood-handlers(?) in a paradeisos near Persepolis” 
- “Deposits at paradeisoi for distribution” 
- “Darius I’s estates” 
- “Artystone’s estates” 
- “The dissolution of Hystaspes’ household” 

- Imperial Spectacles 
- A (possibly fictional) procession of Cyrus the Elder: Xenophon, Cyropaedia, 8.3.1-

34 
- Procession of Xerxes: Herodotus, Histories, 7.40-41 

 
Week 5 (The Fortification/Treasury Archives and other written records from the provinces) 

- Life and Times in Ancient Persia PowerPoint Week 5 [on Google Drive]  
- “Week 5 Persepolis Tablets” [on Google Drive] 

- “Sectors of Agricultural Production” 
- “Annual calculations of expenditure” 
- “Aspects of bureaucracy” 
- “Treasuries” 
- “Craftsmen” 
- “The Labour Force” 

- Additional Resources: Administrative Realities, Arta - An Old Persian Administrative 
Tablet, Arta - Fortification Archive Project 5, Persepolis Fortification Seal -Tablet MDP 11 
308, Anatolian Crossroads: Achaemenid Seals from Sardis and Gordion, Chapter 62 - 
Archives from Persepolis, Social Networking Analysis - PFA, Achaemenid Heartland in 
Greek and Elamite Sources, Tablets Mentioning Forced Labour 

 
Week 6 (Religions in a Multicultural Empire) 

- Life and Times in Ancient Persia PowerPoint Week 6 [on Google Drive]  
- Divine protection for a royal building: A2Ha  
- God and king intertwined: DSk,  AmH, AsH 
- Daiva Inscription from Persepolis (XPh)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
- Greek perceptions of Persian religion 

- Herodotus, Histories, 1.131-132                                                              
- The Magi 

- Herodotus, Histories, 7.37.2-3, 7.113.2, 7.191.2 
- Xenophon, Cyropaedia, 8.1.23, 7.3.1 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Cyrop.+8.3&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0204
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Cyrop.+8.3&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0204
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Cyrop.+8.3&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0204
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Cyrop.+8.3&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0204
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126%3Abook%3D7%3Achapter%3D40
https://www.academia.edu/4038195/Administrative_realities_The_Persepolis_Archives_and_the_archaeology_of_the_Achaemenid_heartland
http://www.achemenet.com/document/2007.001-Stolper-Tavernier.pdf
http://www.achemenet.com/document/2007.001-Stolper-Tavernier.pdf
http://www.achemenet.com/document/ARTA_2015.004-Azzoni-Stolper.pdf
https://archive.org/details/APersepolisFortificationSealOnTheTabletMdp11308louvreSb13078/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/APersepolisFortificationSealOnTheTabletMdp11308louvreSb13078/mode/2up
https://www.academia.edu/7848807/Anatolian_Crossroads_Achaemenid_Seals_from_Sardis_and_Gordion
https://www.academia.edu/41141153/Local_Administration_Persia
https://www.academia.edu/41141153/Local_Administration_Persia
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/135485/bics12035.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.academia.edu/1392393/Of_Tapyroi_and_tablets_states_and_tribes_the_historical_geography_of_pastoralism_in_the_Achaemenid_heartland_in_Greek_and_Elamite_sources
https://www.academia.edu/1392393/Of_Tapyroi_and_tablets_states_and_tribes_the_historical_geography_of_pastoralism_in_the_Achaemenid_heartland_in_Greek_and_Elamite_sources
https://www.proquest.com/openview/9eb2535557e7b5822f7fc39f925c2d55/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=1817267
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/a2ha/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/dsk/
http://www.avesta.org/op/op.htm
http://www.avesta.org/op/op.htm
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/xph/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+1.131&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+1.131&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+1.131&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+7.37&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126%3Abook%3D7%3Achapter%3D113%3Asection%3D2
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126%3Abook%3D7%3Achapter%3D191%3Asection%3D2
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0204%3Abook%3D8%3Achapter%3D1%3Asection%3D23
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0204%3Abook%3D7%3Achapter%3D3%3Asection%3D1
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- The Sun and Mithra 
- Herodotus, Histories, 7.54 
- Plutarch, Artaxerxes, 1.2, 29.7 
- Quintus Curtius Rufus, History of Alexander the Great of Macedon, 4.8.11 
- Strabo, Geography, 11.14.9 

- Royal Rituals 
- Plutarch, Artaxerxes, 3.1-2, 26.1-3 
- Herodotus, Histories, 9.110.2-111.1 
- Diodorus Siculus, Library, 17.114.4-5 
- Quintus Curtius Rufus, History of Alexander the Great of Macedon, 10.5.17  
- The Royal Ritual Landscape at Persepolis  

- “Week 6 Religion” [on Google Drive] 
- “The Persian Authorities and Local Cults” 

- The satrap of Egypt and the priests of Khnum 
- Persian authorisation of a Jewish cult observance(?) 
- A quarrel between the Jewish and Egyptian communities on Elephantine 
- The citizens of Xanthus found a new cult 
- Persian dedications to local cults 

- Additional Resources: OLD PERSIAN TEXTS - The Avesta , Pre-Zoroastrian religions of 
Iran , Rituals Inside Late Babylonian Temples?, Jong, A. F. de. (2021). The religion of the 
Achaemenid rulers , Henkelman, Wouter F.M. “Humban Auramazdā:” Persian Religion in 
the Achaemenid Period / La religion perse à l’époque achéménide (2017): 273–346 , An 
Introduction to Ancient Iranian Religion: Readings from the Avesta and the Achaemenid 
Inscriptions , The Forgotten Female Figurines of Elephantine, The cult of the Iranian 
Goddess Anāhitā , Indo-Iranian Religion, The Moral Deities of Iran and India and Their 
Origins, Temple Architecture in the Iranian World before the Macedonian Conquest , 
History of the Anahita Temple, A model of chartak from Parhar,   Religion of the Saka,  

 
Week 7 (Wars and Conflict - A Different View of the Greco-Persian Wars and Other Military 
Structures)  

- Life and Times in Ancient Persia PowerPoint Week 7 [on Google Drive]  
- The King as Hero: Plutarch, Artaxerxes, 10.1-3, 11.1-3, 16.1-2, 24.1-3 
- Composition of the Persian Army at Thermopylae: Herodotus, Histories, 7.61-80 
- The “Immortals”/”Ten Thousand”: Herodotus, Histories, 7.40-41, 7.55, 7.83, 8.113 (see 

also, Encyclopedia Iranica, Immortals) 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+7.54&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+7.54&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+7.54&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0010%3Achapter%3D1%3Asection%3D2
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Plut.+Art.+29.7&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0010
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015008158415&view=1up&seq=323&skin=2021
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Strab.+11.14.9&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0239
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Strab.+11.14.9&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0239
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Strab.+11.14.9&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0239
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0010%3Achapter%3D3%3Asection%3D1
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Plut.+Art.+26&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0010
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+9.110&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+9.110&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+9.110&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0084%3Abook%3D17%3Achapter%3D114
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0084%3Abook%3D17%3Achapter%3D114
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0084%3Abook%3D17%3Achapter%3D114
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015008158407&view=1up&seq=529&skin=2021
https://oi.uchicago.edu/sites/oi.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/shared/docs/saoc72.pdf
http://www.avesta.org/op/op.htm
https://www.iranchamber.com/religions/articles/pre_zoroastrian_religions.php
https://www.iranchamber.com/religions/articles/pre_zoroastrian_religions.php
https://www.asor.org/anetoday/2019/07/What-Rituals-Inside-Late-Babylonian-Temples/
https://scholarlypublications.universiteitleiden.nl/access/item%3A3256549/view
https://scholarlypublications.universiteitleiden.nl/access/item%3A3256549/view
https://www.academia.edu/34954436/Humban_and_Auramazd%C4%81_royal_gods_in_a_Persian_landscape
https://www.academia.edu/34954436/Humban_and_Auramazd%C4%81_royal_gods_in_a_Persian_landscape
https://books.google.com/books?id=nZQMrjukmboC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=nZQMrjukmboC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=nZQMrjukmboC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/The-Forgotten-Female-Figurines-of-Elephantine-Cornell/582adac50b6966962670d8b16432b8057e3017e5
https://www.academia.edu/1061764/The_cult_of_the_Iranian_Goddess_An%C4%81hit%C4%81_in_Anatolia_before_and_after_Alexander
https://www.academia.edu/1061764/The_cult_of_the_Iranian_Goddess_An%C4%81hit%C4%81_in_Anatolia_before_and_after_Alexander
https://iranicaonline.org/articles/indo-iranian-religion
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdf/10.1086/479791
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdf/10.1086/479791
https://scholars.huji.ac.il/sites/default/files/michaelshenkar/files/shenkar_iran_and_the_caucassus.pdf
https://blog.apochi.com/anahita-temple/
https://zh.unesco.org/silkroad/sites/default/files/knowledge-bank-article/1%20A%20model%20of%20chartak%20from%20Parhar.pdf
https://zh.unesco.org/silkroad/sites/default/files/knowledge-bank-article/1%20A%20model%20of%20chartak%20from%20Parhar.pdf
https://zh.unesco.org/silkroad/sites/default/files/knowledge-bank-article/1%20A%20model%20of%20chartak%20from%20Parhar.pdf
http://jandyongenesis.blogspot.com/2015/10/the-religion-of-saka.html
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Plut.+Art.+10&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0010
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0010%3Achapter%3D11
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0010%3Achapter%3D16
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0010%3Achapter%3D24
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+7.61&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126%3Abook%3D7%3Achapter%3D40
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126%3Abook%3D7%3Achapter%3D55
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126%3Abook%3D7%3Achapter%3D83
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Hdt.+8.113&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0126
https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/immortals
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- The Battle at Thermopylae (480 BC): Herodotus, Histories, 7.201-233; Diodorus Siculus, 
Library, 11.1-11 

- The Battle of Cunaxa (401 BC): Xenophon, Anabasis, 1.8.1-29  
- Additional Resources: World History Encyclopedia - Ancient Persian Warfare, Strength & 

Structure of the Persian Army, Persia - A fearsome military 
 
Week 8 (The End of the Story? Alexander’s Conquests, Parthians, Sasanians, and the Legacy of 
Ancient Persia)  

- Life and Times in Ancient Persia PowerPoint Week 8 [on Google Drive]  
- The three main battles of Alexander’s campaign 

- Granicus River: Arrian, Anabasis, 1.13-16 
- Issus: Arrian, Anabasis, 2.10-14 
- Gaugamela (Arbela): Arrian, Anabasis, 3.13-16 

- Alexander Conquers Persia [in Google Drive] 
- “The Battle of Gaugamela and the Surrender of Babylon” 
- “The Autobiography of Somtutefnakht” 
- “The Autobiography of Petosiris” 
- “Alexander’s Entry into Babylon” 
- “Alexander’s Victory in a Babylonian Prophecy” 

- Alexander through Persian Eyes 
- Alexander Through Persian Eyes 

- Alexander adopts Persian customs 
- Plutarch, Life of Alexander, 45, 47.3-4, 71.1-3, 74 
- The Persian Policies of Alexander the Great 
- BONUS: Pseudo-Callisthenes, Alexander Romance, 2.20-41 

- Parthian Inscriptions 
- https://parthiansources.com/texts/ 

- These are mostly short inscriptions (except for the lengthy last one) with 
useful and brief introductions. 

- Greco-Iranian Legacy of Anatolia 
- Crassus and Arsaces at Carrhae: Plutarch, Life of Crassus, 18, 21, 23-26, 31, 33 

- Sasanians 
- The Karnamik-I-Ardasir, or Records of Ardashir 
- The Story of King Vahahran & His Queen 
- Ardashir I 
- New Perspective on "The Land of Heroes and Giants" 

https://www.livius.org/sources/content/herodotus/herodotus-on-thermopylae/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0084%3Abook%3D11%3Achapter%3D1
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Xen.+Anab.+1.8&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0202
https://www.worldhistory.org/Persian_Warfare/
https://brewminate.com/the-strength-and-structure-of-the-ancient-persian-army/
https://brewminate.com/the-strength-and-structure-of-the-ancient-persian-army/
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/ancient-history/13-facts-persian-army-m.html?chrome=1
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Anabasis_of_Alexander/Book_I/Chapter_XIII#41
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Anabasis_of_Alexander/Book_II/Chapter_X
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_Anabasis_of_Alexander/Book_III/Chapter_XIII
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-18803290
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Plut.+Alex.+45&fromdoc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0243
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0243%3Achapter%3D47
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0243%3Achapter%3D71
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0243%3Achapter%3D74
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4314&context=gradschool_theses
http://www.attalus.org/translate/alexander2c.html
https://parthiansources.com/texts/
https://www.kavehfarrokh.com/news/eastern-anatolia-heir-to-an-ancient-irano-greek-legacy/?fbclid=IwAR0vxxsK_kTMTs16RYii2bw69pWfZZlLkHY2GRBghpPYnqJq0ZNUWZWwXvo
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0038%3Achapter%3D18
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0038%3Achapter%3D21
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0038%3Achapter%3D23
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0038%3Achapter%3D31
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A2008.01.0038%3Achapter%3D33
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/ardashir.asp
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/300vahatan.asp
https://www.worldhistory.org/Ardashir_I/
https://vimeo.com/63007468
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
Achemenet: http://www.achemenet.com/en/ 
Achaemenid Royal Inscriptions (Penn): http://oracc.museum.upenn.edu/ario/ 
Achaemenid Royal Inscriptions (Livius): https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-
royal-inscriptions/ 
The Inscriptions of Cyrus II and His Successors: http://oracc.museum.upenn.edu/ribo/babylon8/ 
Oriental Institute (University of Chicago): https://oi.uchicago.edu/ 
PROSOBAB (Prosopography of Babylonia): https://prosobab.leidenuniv.nl/ 
Encyclopædia Iranica: https://www.iranicaonline.org/ 
History of Persia Podcast: https://historyofpersiapodcast.com/ 
Persepolis Reimagined (The Getty): https://persepolis.getty.edu/  
Circle of Ancient Iranian Studies (CAIS): https://www.cais-soas.com/essays.html 
 
 
A VERY SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 In lieu of a specific bibliography of works related to this reading group, we have listed some 
important scholars whose works have been influential. Works by these scholars can be considered 
reliable and useful (it is by no means an exhaustive list). NB: the distinction between “classic” and 
“recent” is not hard and fast. Use Google Scholar or perhaps Academia.edu to locate works by these 
scholars. 
“Classic” Works: 
Briant, Pierre. 
Calmeyer, Peter. 
Cameron, George. 
Dandamaev, M. A. 
Hallock, R. T. 
Herzfeld, Ernest E. 
Lewis, David M. 
Olmstead, A. T. 
Nylander, Carl. 
Roaf, Michael.  
Root, Margaret Cool. 
Sami, Ali. 
Sancisi-Weerdenburg, Helen. 

Schmidt, Erich F. 
Stolper, Matthew W. 
Stronach, David. 
Tilia, Ann Britt. 
Tilia, Giuseppe. 
 
Select Recent Scholars: 
Brosius, Maria. 
Canepa, Matthew P. 
De Jong, Albert 
Dusinberre, E. R. M. 
Garrison, Mark B. 
Henkelman, Wouter F.B. 
Kuhrt, Amelie. 

http://www.achemenet.com/en/
http://oracc.museum.upenn.edu/ario/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/achaemenid-royal-inscriptions/
http://oracc.museum.upenn.edu/ribo/babylon8/
https://oi.uchicago.edu/
https://prosobab.leidenuniv.nl/
https://www.iranicaonline.org/
https://historyofpersiapodcast.com/
https://persepolis.getty.edu/
https://www.cais-soas.com/essays.html
https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.academia.edu/
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Liverani, M. 
Lee, John W. I. 
Miller, Margaret. 
Nagel, Alexander. 
Petit, Th.  
Rollinger, R. 
Schmidt, R.  

Sherwin-White, S. M. 
Tuplin, Christopher. 
Vallat, F. 
Waters, Matthew. 
Weiskopf, M. 
Wiesehӧfer, Josef.

 
 
 


